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npHE  Governors  of  this  Charity  are 
A concerned  to  find  how  much  the  de- 
fign  of  this  moft  humane  and  benevolent 

Inftitution,  and  the  mode  of  admiflion  into 

► 

the  Houfe,  are  mifunderjiood ; and  how  ge-^ 
nerally  its  exigence  is  unknown  to  the  greater 
number  of  thofe  unfortunate  perfons,  for 
whofe  relief  and  welfare  it  was  eftablifhed. 
They  are  defirous  of  diffufing,  as  widely  as 
pofiible,  the  knowlege  of  the  benefits  pro- 
ceeding from  it,  and  are  convinced  that 
fome  explanation  of  its  nature,  and  a fhort 
account  of  its  proceedings,  muft  tend  to 

A 2 recoin- 
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recommend  it  to  the  Public.  Its  objed  is 
the  relief  and  reformation  of  wretched  out- 
cads  from  fociety ; and  the  principle  on 
which  it  is  founded  gives  it,  furely,  fome 
title  to  the  countenance  and  favour  of  the 
Public,  and  particularly  of  the  female  fex ; 
and  her  mod;  gracious  Majedy  has  fet  the 
example,  by  taking  this  Hofpital  under  her 
more  immediate  patronage.  And  what  can 
poffibly  be  an  objed  more  worthy  of  their 
care,  than  the  refcuing  from  the  deeped 
woe  and  didrefs  the  mod  miferable  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  leading  them  back  from 
vice  to  virtue  and  happinefs,  reconciling 
the  deluded  and  betrayed  daughter  to  her 
offended  mother,  and  redoring  hundreds  of 
unfortunate  young  women  to  indudry* 
again  to  become  ufeful  members  of  that 
Community  in  which  Providence  has  placed 
them  ? 

The  Magdalen  Hofpital  was  opened  in 
the  year  *758.  During  the  period  that  it 
has  iubfided,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 


women 
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women  who  have  been  admitted  have  been 
reconciled  to  their  friends,  or  placed  in 
honed:  employments  or  reputable  fervices. 
Of  this  number,  fome  undoubtedly  have 
relapfed  into  their  former  errors  ; but  many, 
who  left  the  Houfe  at  their  own  requeft, 
have  fmce  behaved  well  j and  feveral  of 
thofe  difcharged  for  improper  behaviour 
have,  to  the  certain  knowlege  of  the  Com- 
mittee, never  returned  to  evil  courfes.  A 
very  confiderable  number  are  lince  married, 
and  are,  at  this  moment,  refbedtable  mem- 
bers of  fociety  ; and,  could  their  names  and 
fituations  be  difclofed,  (which  for  the  mod: 
obvious  reafons,  would  be  highly  improper) 
the  very  great  utility  of  this  Charity  would 
appear  in  the  thronged:  light. 

A Probationary  Ward  has  been  inflituted 
for  the  young  women  on  their  firth  admif- 
fion  i a feparation  of  thofe  of  different  dc- 
fcriptions  and  qualifications  has  been  eiha- 
blifhed  ; and  Apartments  have  been  fitted 
up  in  the  Loftge  for  the  refidence  of  the 
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Chaplain,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Prince,  and 
his  family ; that  he  may  with  the  greater 
facility  continue  to  devote  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  inflru&ion  of  the  women, 
in  the  fame  mod;  fatisfaftory  manner  in 
which  he  has  hitherto  performed  all  the 
duties  of  his  fituation. 

Each  clafs  is  entrusted  to  its  particular 
Afiiftant,  and  the  whole  is  under  the  in- 
fpeftion  of  the  Matron.  This  feparation, 
ufeful  on  many  accounts,  is  peculiarly 
fo  to  a numerous  clafs  of  women  who 
are  much  to  be  pitied,  and  to  whom  this 
Charity  has  been  very  beneficial ; viz. 
young  women  who  have  been  feduced  from 
their  friends,  under  promife  of  marriage, 
and  have  been  defertcd  by  their  feduccrs. 
They  have  never  been  in  public  profti- 
tution,  but  fly  to  the  Magdalen  to 
avoid  it.  Their  relations,  in  the  firffc 
moments  of  refentmcnt,  refufe  to  receive, 
protedl,  or  acknowlege  them ; they  arc 
abandoned  by  the  world,  without  charac- 
ter. 
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ter,  without  friends,  without  money,  with- 
out refource;  and  wretched  indeed  is  their 
fituation  ! To  fuch  efpecially  this  houfe 
of  refuge  opens  wide  its  doors  and,  in- 
ftead  of  being  driven  by  defpair  to  lay  vio- 
lent hands  on  themfelves,  and  to  luperadd 
the  crime  of  felf-murder  to  that  guilt  which 
is  the  caufe  of  their  diftrefs,  or  of  being 
forced  by  the  ftrong  call  of  hunger  into 
proftitution,  they  find  a fafe  and  quiet  re- 
treat in  this  abode  of  peace  and  reflection. 
To  refcue  from  the  threatening  horrors  of 
proftitution  fuch  vidtims  of  the  mod;  bale 
and  ungenerous  arts,  whofe  ruin  has  fre- 
quently been  more  owing  to  their  unfuf- 
pe&ing  innocence  than  to  any  other  caufe, 
to  reftore  them  to  virtue  and  induftry,  after 
one  falfe  ftep,  and  to  reconcile  them  to- 
their  friends,  are  confiderations  of  the  great- 
eft  magnitude.  The  Committee  generally 
give  thefe  young  women  the  preference, 
becaufe  they  are  almoft  certain  of  the  beft 
confequences  ^ for  it  fcarcely  ever  happens 
but  their  relations  relent,  when,  by  taking 
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fhelter  in  this  Houfe,  they  have  given  fo 
ftrong  a proof  of  their  determination  to 
quit  a vicious  way  of  life. 

The  method  of  proceeding  for  the  ad- 
mifiion  of  women  into  this  Hofpital  is  as 
follows;  The  Firjl  Thurfdqy  in  every  Month 
is  an  admijjion  day ; when  fometimes  from 
twenty  to  thirty*  petitioners  appear,  who, 
‘without  any  recommendation  whatever , on 
applying  at  the  door,  to  the  Clerk,  receive 
a printed  form  of  petition  gratis , which  is 
properly  filled  up.  Each  petition  is  num- 
bered, and  a correfponding  number  is  given 
to  the  petitioner  herfelf.  They  are  called 
in  fingly  before  the  Board,  and  fuch  queftions 
are  put  to  them,  as  may  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  judge  of  the  fincerity  of  their  pro- 
feffions,  and  to  afcertain  the  truth  of  their 
aflertions.  If  a parent,  relation,  or  friend 
has  accompanied  them,  (which  though  not 
neceflary,  is  very  defirable,  and  is  very 
frequently  the  cafe)  thefe  are  alfo  called  in 
leperately  and  examined,  with  a view  to 

confirm 
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confirm  and  ftrengthen,  if  true,  or  to  dis- 
prove, if  falfe,  the  account  given  by  the 
women  themfelves.  The  Committee  take*1 
particular  pains  to  feledt  for  admiflion  the 
moil  deferving;  as  it  often  happens  that 
there  are  but  few  vacancies.  In  the  next 
place,  they  endeavour,  to  the  bell;  of  their 
ability,  to  afiifi:  fuch  other  petitioners,  as 
appear  thoroughly  refolved  to  amend  their 
lives.  Many  are  reconciled  to  their  friends, 
by  the  interpofition  of  the  Committee,  even 
without  being  admitted  into  the  Houfe;  and 
others  are  Supported  until  a vacancy  takes 
place,  that  they  may  not  be  compelled  by 
want  to  return  to  their  evil  ways.  Women, 
whilil  diSeaSed,  are  not  admiflible,  being 
objedts  for  other  flofpitals. 

The  treatment  of  the  women  is  of  the 
gentlefi:  kind.  They  are  inflrudted  in  the 
principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  in 
reading,  and  in  Several  kinds  of  work,  and 
the  various  branches  of  houlehold  employ- 
ment, to  qualify  them  for  Service,  or  other 

B Situations, 
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fituations,  wherein  they  may  honeftly  earn 
their  bread.  The  Chaplain  attends  them 
daily,  to  promote  and  encou'rage  their  good 
refolutions,  and  to  exhort  them  to  religion 
and  virtue.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  is  administered  on  the  Great  Festivals, 
and  at  other  Stated  times,  when  many  of  the 
young  women,  who  have  been  fome  time 
in  the  Houfe,  and  who,  after  having  them- 
felves  expreffed  their  wifh  to  be  instructed 
in  this  duty,  have  been  considered  by  the 
Chaplain  as  Sufficiently  informed  and  pre- 
pared for  it,  receive  it  with  the  moSt  ferious 
attention. 

The  time  they  remain  in  the  Houfe  varies 
according  to  circumftanees.  The  greatest 
pains  are  taken  to  find  out  their  1 elation s 
and  friends,  to  bring  about  a reconciliation 
with  them,  and,  if  they  be  peopie  of  cha- 
racter, to  put  them  under  their  protection  j 
if,  however,  the  young  women  are  destitute 
of  fuch  friends,  they  are  retained  in  the 

Houle  till  an  opportunity  offers  of  placing 

them 
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them  in  a reputable  fervice,  or  of  procuring 
them  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honeft  liveli- 
hood. No  young  woman , who  has  behaved 
well  during  her  Jlay  in  the  Houfe , is  difcharged 
unprovided for . 
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ADVERTISMENT. 

FOUR  General  Courts  are  held  in  every  year,  viz. 

on  the  laft  Wednefday  in  January,  April,  July, 
and  Odtober,  when  every  Governor  may  be  prefent. 

I 

At  the  General  Court  in  April,  the  Committee  and 
all  Officers,  except  the  Prefident,  are  eledted. 

The  Committee,  confifting  of  Thirty-two  Go- 
vernors, meet  at  the  Hofpital  every  Thurfday , at  Twelve 
o'Clock  precifely , except  on  the  firjl  Thurfday  of  every 
Month,  when  they  meet  at  Eleven ; and  two  of  therm 
in  rotation,  attend  at  the  Chapel  every  Sunday,  at 
Morning  and  Evening  Service,  when  a Collection  is 
made  previoufly  to  Admiffion.  The  Hours  of  Divine 
Service  are  a Quarter  after  Eleven  in  the  Forenoon , and 
a Quarter  after  Six  in  the  Evening. 

This  Account  of  the  Inftitution,  the  Bye-Laws  and 
Regulations  for  its  management,  the  Pfalms  and  Hymns 
ufed  in  the  Chapel,  and  a corredt  Lift  of  all  the  Bene- 
factors, Subfcribers  and  Governors,  may  be  had  at  the 
Hofpital ; of  MefTrs.  Rivingtons , in  St.  Paul’s  Church- 
Yard  ; of  MefTrs.  Knight  and  Triphook , Stationers  to 
Plis  Majefty,  St.  James’s  Street;  and  of  Mr.  Ricbardfon , 
at  the  Royal  Exchange;  Price  6d.  each. 

A Subfcription  of  Twenty  Guineas  or  more  at  one 
Time,  or  Five  Guineas  per  Annum  for  Five  fucceffive 
Years,  is  a Qualification  for  a Governor  for  Life;  and 

an 
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an  Annual  Subfcription  of  Five  Guineas*  for  a Govern- 
or for  one  Year:  but  fmaller  Subfcriptions  or  Donati- 
ons are  thankfully  received. 

* r ■-  1'f  \J  C'v  •'  ‘ i . ",  «_ 

Subfcriptions  are  received  by  the  Treafurer,  Alex- 
ander Benntt /,  Efq.  Walcot-Terrace,  Lambeth  ; MelTrs* 
Boidcro  and  Co.  Cornhill  ; MelTrs.  Child  and  Co.  Fleet- 
ftreet;  MelTrs.  Croft  and  Co.  Pall-Mall ; MelTrs.  Dorrieu 
and  Co.  Finch-lane;  MelTrs.  Drummond  and  Co.  Char- 
ing-crols ; MelTrs.  Hoare  and  Co.  Fleet-llreet ; MelTrs. 
Ranfom  and  Co,  Pall-Mall;  Sir  fames  Sander  fern  ^ Bart, 
and  Co.  Manfion-houfe-ftreet ; MelTrs.  Vere  and  Co. 
Lombard-fireet ; MelTrs.  Wilkin  fan  and  Co.  Southwark 
Bank  ; ai;d  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Prince , Chaplain  and 
Secretary,  at  the  Hofpital. 

And  by  the  following  Bankers  in  the  Country; — 
MelTrs.  Cam , Whitehead  and  Co.  Bath  ; MelTrs.  T aylor 
and  Co.  Birmingham  ; MelTrs.  Crane  and  Co.  Chefter; 
the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland , Edinburgh;  MelTrs.  Baring 
and  Co.  Exeter;  MelTrs.  Murdock , Robinfon  and  Co. 
Glafgow;  MelTrs.  A iblett  and  Co.  Gloucelter  ; MelTrs. 
PeafeunA.  Harrifon , Hull;  MelTrs.  Allen  and  Co.  Man- 
cheftcr;  Meflrs.  Surtees  and  Co.  Newcaflde-upon-Tync; 
MelTrs.  Gurney  and  Co.  Norwich;  MelTrs.  Smith  and  Co. 
Nottingham;  MelTrs.  Culmc  and  Co.  Plymouth;  MelTrs. 
T.  G.  Waller  and  Co.  Wincheller;  and  MelTrs.  Gar  forth 
and  Co,  York. 
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To  fuch  as  are  inclined  to  become  Benefactors  by 
their  laft  Will,  the  following  form  of  Legacy  is  re- 
commended. 


a x give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Prefident,  Vice- 
« Prefidents,  Treafurer,  and  Governors  of  the  Mag- 
,1  dalen  Hofpital,  for  the  Reception  of  Penitent  Prof- 
titutes,  in  St.  George’s-Road,  in  the  County  of 

“ Surrey,  the  Sum  of  - „ 

«■  whUh  I defire  may  be  p aid  mt  ef  my  Perfmal  EJlate. 

N B.  Devifes  of  Land,  or  Money  charged  on . 
Land,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  Land,  are  void  by  the 
Statute  of  Mortmain. 


*,*  Of  the  BOOKSELLERS,  by  whom this  Ac- 
count of  the  Hofpital  is  fold,  and  at  the 
mav  be  had  Sets  of  the  remaining  Copies  of 
Lached  on  the  ANNIVERSARIES  by  fevera! 
BISHOPS,  and  other  eminent  DIVINES.  rice  5s. 

in  Boards. 
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